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Synopsis: Amid the hardship caused by the global crisis, Indonesian economy is expected to
continue to grow this year although at a relatively lower rate. There were indeed signs of slowdown
in exports and industrial production last year, but their magnitude was not so great as to suggest an
impending collapse. Yet, the current global crisis has made a tough time for the incumbent President
Yudhoyono's economic leadership.

After the parliamentary election on April 9th, Indonesians will directly elect their president-vice
president on 8 July 2009. If no pair of candidates wins more than 50.0 per cent of the vote, the two
leading pairs will go to the second round in September 2009. The elected pair of president-vice
president would be sworn in October 2009. Whoever the winner, the newly elected pair would have
to face hard economic, social, and political challenges as the global recession did not seem to recover
soon.

The presentation started with an evaluation of the results of the parliamentary election and possible
coalitions made by the parties as well as pairs of president-vice presidential candidates. It then made
an overview of past performance of Indonesian economy as well as the challenges during the
worsening global economic climate. The speakers utlined some scenarios of the winners in the
presidential election along with their possible economic policies.
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